Argentina and Southern Chile Tour Report November 115, 2010

Tour set up and led by Fiona Reid and Regina Ribeiro, with participants George Smiley, Joanna
Langdale, Jerry Waters, Bill Voelker, Gwen Brewer, and George Jett

Photos by Fiona Reid, Reginadeiro and Alfredo Gaztambide (our illustrious driver in Chile)

Tour ltinerary

Nov 2 Morning flights arrivedn Buenos AiresWe had anféernoon trip to CostanarSur (large
city park on harbg. We saw a goodariety of birds but missed theo@pu thatare sometimes
seen here. Some bird highlights included Fulvous Whistling Duck;f&pdted Gallinule with
young, Narrowbilled Woodcreepers near nest hole, Masked Yellowthroat, and Bay@umg.
local guide Lucas Martiwas very helpful and knew the bird3vernight at Hotel Lafayette

Nov 3. Morning flight to Posadas via Corrientes. Bus trip to San Poaiahy a large estancia 12
km NE of Loreto, on west side of IbeMarshesin the afternoon weisited anibis and spoonbill
roostatthe estancia entrece.At dusk huge flocks of Barfaced bis arrived, filling the sky

Later we had aight drive and walkTheestanciagrounds are home to Tropical Screech and
Barn Owls, and we also saw a smatiphissnake and a Giantoad. On the night drive we saw
several Marsh Deer, Chilla Fox, and glimpsed a Neotropical River Otter, as well as numerous
caiman and Capybaras. Host: Mar&ams, the owner, and Carlos, local guide/driVée. spent

3 nights at this estancia.
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Capybara with young



Nov 4.0Our morning bogtrip on small lake on estancia property was good for birds, including

Least Bittern and Azure Gallinule. We saw a Blatlested Buzzariagleat itsnest near the

lake and also spotted the two caiman species sunning. We caught two species of Pin@nha in t

lake. Afternoon visit to grassland and forest patch for Black and Gold Howlers. The forest was
littered with armadill o burrows but we didnot
Night walk near main estancia buildings.

B
‘A' \ .“ . - « =y

e z > o
ara

Chilla Fox cub andhe fate of a young &byb

Nov 5.Early walk to ibis roost area, where we found a family of Chilla fox and watched young
playing and eating a baby Capybara. After breakfast we doavkarge marsh at north end of
Iberaregion in search of Saffrecowled Backbird and others (Jabiru nest en route). Here we had
great views of Greebarred Woodpecker, nesting Greater Thornbird, andt@htesapped

Blackbird. We usited the sleepy littléown of Loreto on way backBetveen Loreto and San

Juan Poriahtve saw alonefemalehowlerin a small treén open habitatShe hid on our
approach.We had anféernoon outing to fferent grassland habitat where we saw the Strange
tailed Tyrant.Late evaing we returned to the fox den and saw the parents moving tegir pr
Night walk around propertwyith views of the owls but no new mammals

Nov 6.Early departure to Posadas airport and return flight toTBw. flight was delayed and
departed later than the original schedi@ligernoon trip to Otamendivas unproductive
(problematic due to late arrival, bus breakdown and very busy, dusty roads on Saturday
afternoon). Steak dinner in BA and overnight at Lafayette hotel

Nov 7. Morning flight to Trelew. Pickup by local guide, Jorge, and visit to sewage ponds with
numerousvater birds (and trasloutside TrelewHighlights included Chilean Flamingos, Great
and Silvery Grebes, Coscoroba@wmany species of ducks, aretégrine Falconunch in
Puerto MadrynTook coast road via El Doradillo and madesitio Southern Selaion colonyat



Punta LomaHere we also had excefit views of Cuis, a small cavagnd breeding Rock Shags
We @ntinued on tdPuerto Pirénidesfor 2 nights with our first views of Right Whales in the
gulf. Night walk at Pirénides.

2 ",‘c L
thern Sea Liorpsawled

Sou

Nov 8 Morning trip to southern part of ValdéPeninsulavith views of Reebacked Hawk, Mara,
and Guanacos en routmd visit to Elephant Seal rookeayyPunta Delgad&Vatched Guanacos
and Maras en routéfternoon boat tripn Golfo Nuevoto see Southern Right Whalewith
excellent close views of mothers and calueste afternoon visit to Sea Lionokery at Punta
Piramideswith Snowy Sheathbill and other water birds presdight walk at Pirénideswith a
few spiders and a sphinx moth ashiights

Chilla in the wind



